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History and the Internet


The Internet can provide many useful resources to teachers and students for supplemental use in the classroom.  It is my contention that the use of the Internet as a tool to enhance normal classroom education should be implemented in schools, especially in the field of History.

Articles
Ihalainen, Pasi. “Historian in the Middle of the Information Revolution” Jyvaskyla University Library Information Service.  30 Nov. 1995. <http://www.jyu.fi/library/tieteenalat/hum/His-in-Inf-Rev.html>. 7 May, 2001.   

   Pasi Ihalainen is a history professor at the University of Jyvaskyla, in Finland.  In this article, he discusses the use of information networks, online catalogues, discussion lists and other Internet services for the study of history.  He thinks that these services provide new research possibilities, especially in the study of the conceptual and intellectual history of the Anglo-American world.  One of the biggest advantages of the Internet, Ihalainen thinks, is that it provides access for historians to an immense amount of information, including information that is rare, obscure, or highly specialized.  Ihalainen goes on to provide examples of different online services and discusses the benefits and difficulties involved with using the Internet as a source for primary texts.  He cites the English Short Title Catalogue, which provides close to 400,000 primary publications published between 1473 and 1800 and also provides the location codes for more the one thousand libraries.  Ihalainen states that the biggest benefit of these services is that historians can find the exact location of an endless amount of primary sources on the topic of interest before visiting the library.  This saves time because researchers no longer have to spend their library time trying to find sources but instead can concentrate on studying them.  Another advantage that Ihalainen cites is that online services are easy to use and the cost is free or negligible in comparison to the time and energy saved.  Ihalainen doesn’t believe that these services are problem free though.  He discusses the dangers of information overload and gives some suggestions on how to control data flow including careful choice of discussion lists, recognizing nonsense and finding balance between “previous prejudices” and “excessive enthusiasm” for the new resource.

Ed. Beatty, Mary Lou. “Humanities in the 21st Century.” Humanities. Sept.-Oct. 1995. <http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/jod/hackney.html>. 7 May, 2001.

    This article is an interview of James J. O’Donnell, a Professor of Classical Studies at the University of Pennsylvania.  O’Donnell starts by discussing the affect that the printing press had on the then verbal culture.  He believes that the printing press thrived under large reproach because it was a powerful instrument that established a way of communicating that was “so much larger, so much faster, so much more capable of generating economic resources” it drown the justified fears of the concerned people.  O’Donnell uses the reactions to the introduction of the printing press as a model in trying to comprehend the effects of the new Internet medium.  He puts the Internet on the top of an inverted pyramid of communication, the bottom being face-to-face communication and proceeding upward by the number of people affected, the power, and the complexity of the medium.  The introduction of a new layer like the Internet disturbs the existing power structure that we as a whole have become comfortable with.


O’Donnell continues by discussing the use of new technology like CD-ROMs and the Internet for education, especially at the university level.  He is concerned with how these new ways of educating will affect the vulnerable university community by neutralizing the need for the base of artifacts, books, and information that universities provide.  In order to maintain its value, O’Donnell thinks that universities need to reappraise what their function is within the new technological community.  He suggests that the Internet could be used as a supplemental tool to “enrich the quality of interaction that [we] have with [students] both in the classroom and out of the classroom.”  O’Donnell gives the example of a class he taught that had both on campus and off campus participants.  The on campus students took turns reporting the class discussion to the off campus participants.  This not only provided an opportunity for students who could not attend the scheduled class but it also helped the student reporters by requiring them to clearly communicate the rather difficult material to a group of their peers.  O’Donnell also found that the on going off campus (online) communication stimulated student discussions without the prompting of a professor.  He praises the interactiveness of the Internet and discusses the benefits of “ people rubbing their ideas up against each other in a disciplined and vigorous way to see what’s best, what’s too risky, [and] what’s most valid.”  O’Donnell concludes by stating that teachers need to take the information that is available and add to it by molding and producing new ideas and customizing them for use by the desired recipients. 

Seed, Patricia. “Connecting to the Public: History through the Internet.” Perspectives.  May 2000. < http://www.theaha.org/perspectives/issues/2000/0005/0005sp10.cfm>.  7 May, 2001.

   In this article, Patricia Seed discusses the educational benefits of creating and maintaining a scholarly web site.  Seed cites how web sites allow for a constant exchange of questions and ideas, which not only shares acquired knowledge with others but also, from return comments and criticisms, teaches the site operator about his/her topic.  Another important advantage Seed sees in web sites, especially for history, is that they provide information and a place for discussion regardless of any personal defining factors like age, race, ability, and location.  She says that web sites bring people together through common interest in different areas of history.  They allow a much wider, much more diverse group of people to study the past.

Sedrez, Lisa F. “The Use of the Internet as a Source for Environmental History.” Electronic Green Journal. June 1998.  Issue 8.  <http://egj.lib.uidaho.edu/egj08/sedrez1.html>.   7 May, 2001.


   In this Article, Lisa F. Sedrez discusses the benefits of and suggests guidelines for using the Internet as a reference for studying modern environmental history.  Sedrez believes that the Internet is an effective resource in the important task of comprehending where the environmental controversy fits in with today’s globalized culture.  She cites the present “network culture” in that it has united the growing trends of the empowerment of non-government organizations, of ecological awareness and of the Internet.  Sedrez then evaluates the problems that the Internet poses for future historians who will no longer have the ability to find old letters and notes because e-mails can easily be deleted and lost.  She also discusses the problem of web pages, which, by being constantly updated and overwritten, have no past for historians to look at.  Sedez does support newsgroup discussions because they have a “detailed chronology,” allow for quick responses, distinguish the author of the message, permit a wide range of expression, and are organized into various categories.  Sedez then goes on to discuss the “methodological challenges” that the Internet creates for general and environmental historians.  She thinks that researchers need to develop a “new interdisciplinary approach” to use the Internet to its full potential.  Environmental historians who are studying the Internet could profit from researchers that continually study the criterion of a form of communication that allows many people who are not necessarily acquainted to discuss an unlimited range of topics.

Links
http://www.xs4all.nl/~swanson/history/
“K-12 History on the Internet Resource Guide”

  Based on the paper "Using the Multimedia Tools of the Internet for Teaching History in K-12 Schools" by Susan Patterson and Linda Swanson, this web page contains articles about use of the internet for teaching history in schools and has many resources for history teachers to use.  It also talks about the advantages and disadvantages of using the Internet as a tool for teaching history.

http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/jod/jod.html
“James J. O'Donnell Homepage”
  James J. O’Donnell is a Professor of Classical Studies and Vice Provost for Information Systems and Computing at the  University of Pennsylvania.  His web page contains articles on his thoughts about the use of the Internet in teaching history.  It also contains contributory material for lectures that he taught using Internet tools.

http://www.l2l.org/
“L2L.org – Creating the Pennsylvania Education Network”
   This page has news and events including the latest educational technology news. It also provides information for the Pennsylvania Link-to-Learn Project, which involves the use of the Internet in the classroom.  Finally, it has resources for teachers to use in class, for students to use for class, and for the community to properly plan and manage the use of the Internet in its schools.


http://www.eelink.net/
“Environmental Education Link”

  This Page has an ever-expanding collection of environmental education resources that are online.  It also has a search to find projects, organizations, jobs, and grants.  This site is a good example of tools/resources available online for use in the classroom.

http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/BHM/AfroAm.html
“Black History Activities”

  This page has educational resources for teachers and students to learn about African American history, social issues, and literature.  This is an example of how teachers and students can use the Internet to supplement the information taught in the classroom. 

